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Yellowstone
National

Park

HE YELLOWSTONE region— that semi-mythical won-
derland of yesterday—has become a fascinating reality

to the traveler of to-day.
[.ate in the sixties the attention of the world was directed to
an unexplored region in the northwestern corner of Wyoming.
Strange rumors had been set afloat concerning the exist-
ence there among the Rockies, near the head-waters of a
river called the Yellowstone, of an almost inaccessible
plateau, where mysterious phenomena of a most startling

character were grouped as in an enchanted amphitheater.



(3 YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

Accordingly a number of exploring-parties were sent out
to confirm or to disprove the extravagant statements that had
long been rife. \When the leaders of these expeditions,
on their return to civilization, submitted their reports, these
were at first received incredulously ; the world would not
believe that wonders such as they described existed elsewhere
than m the imagination of the daring travelers. But as
the witnesses increased in number doubt gave place to
belief, and the world awoke to the importance of their reve-
lations. It was soon proved that a new Wonderland had
been discovered ; and Congress, acting with commendable
promptitude, decreed that this territory where Nature had
assembled so many of her marvelous creations, this land
she had so long shrouded in mystery, should be set apart as a
perpetual playground for the Nation.

Ask any traveler who has visited the Yellowstone National
Park to describe it and he will reply, *‘It i1s indescribable. "
My task is therefore not an easy one, | since it is to
describe the indescribable. = |
Returning in August,

1396, from Greece

to the United
States, 1 was , -3
dreading the y
fong md-
SUIMMmer
ratlway-
ride over
fully two
thirds of
our broad

continent.
**But, "' said
a friend, *"'why
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do you go by rail!

MACKINAL

Why don't you travel west by water?"

The thought was new to me, and I at once resolved to

take advantage of that splendid water-way which leads from

the Empire State to the Gates of the Great Northwest.

Accordingly the
porter is given in-
structionsto 'put
usoff at Buffalo,
where we begmn
our long voyage
around America s
vast inland seas.
Well worthy the
name of seas are
the waters trav-
ersed by the great
snow-white levia-
than, the ‘*North-
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New York State to Minnesota the traveler may speed in a
luxurious steamer, almost at railway pace.

Of the most delightful voyage through Erie, Huron, and
Superior I shall say little ; exhilarating as are the fresh lake
winds, and lovely as is the expanse of water over which we
speed, the winds and waters do not lend themselves to 1llus-
tration ; but among the few events that call for pictorial
record is the arrival at the gay summer port of Mackinac,
reached on the second morning. The summer colony turns
out in force to welcome us, Newspapers which are brought
on board tell us that throughout the length and breadth of
the land people are dying from the effects of the intense
August heat. With selfish pleasure we recall two davs of
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[resh, cool breezes, and thank

our stars that we have wisely
chosen to travel west by
the water route,
On the prer we find a
| happy crowd of peo-
ple whose only ob-
ject 1in life is to
keep cool and to
enjoy themselves,
Manv of our [ellow-
passengers leave
the ship at Macki-
nac, but their places
are taken by others
who embark for an excur-
sion to the famous ** Soo, "’
the gateway to Lake Superior.
KN ROUTE We reach the ''Soa, ’ or, properly,
the city of Sault Saimnte Marie, in the late afternoon. The
““Northland " ghdes into a splen-

didly constructed lock ; the
lower rates are [‘|HHL.'IE;

suddenly the water
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COACHES FOR MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS
at the upper end begins to act as if a geyser were striving to
break forth, and slowly, steadily, lightly, as if instead of solid
steel she were made but of snowy paper, the ‘‘Northland "
rises eichteen feet, then pauses a moment before steam-
g northward upon the bosom of Superior to whose level she

has been lifted so quietly and without appreciable delay.

THE CINMARAR STATION



