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HE dawn of the twentieth century finds Russia the most

conspicuous figure among contemporary nations. The
world, amazed by the achievements of Russian diplomacy, is
asking what the Muscovite will next attempt and do ; for what
the Muscovite attempts he does. Russia invariably replies,
with courteous and modest words, that she is planning 1o
surprise, and has in view no ends save the welfare of her
people and the preservation of universal peace.
She announces no policy, she never says that she intends

L

to dao a4 given thing ; she does not speak until she can make
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known her attitude with the trinmphant

phrase, ‘‘The thing is done.’’ The rest
of Europe never learns what Russia has
accomplhished until it 1s too late for the
undoing of her prodigious achieve-
ments. Prodigious 15 a word that
fits the Russian. It describes the
man himself, his stature, his endur-
ance, his ambitions, and, above all,
his country—that prodigious land that
like our own is washed by both of the
great oceans, and, unlike any other land,
stretches across two continents and touches
vaung russia  both the Occident and the Orient.

Russia can no longer remamn an unfamihar land. The
searchlights of investigation, historical, political, and scien-
tific, have been turned upon her mighty empire, revealing its
conditions and its possibilities, showing the world what Rus-
sia i5. To our searchlight, the photographic, focused upon
the picturesque, 1s left the overwhelming but delightful task

NEARING KRONSTADT, RUSSIA'S NMAVAL STRONGIHOLD



