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OSCOW is in every sense the metropolis of Russia.
While the site of St. Petersburg was only an expanse

of barren marshes, the Imperial ancestors of Peter dwelt in
palaces of stone upon the Kremlin Hill.

Moscow is even older than the Empire. She 1s indeed
the mother city of the Russians. The history of Moscow
antil the founding of St. Petersburg is the history of Russia.
The old and the new capitals are strikingly dissimilar. St.
Petersburg, with a population of one million three hundred
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thousand, is an artificial product, forced into being by the
imperious will of one astounding man,— the man whose name
it bears, Peter the Great.

Moscow, which has to-day a population of nearly one
million, is the natural outgrowth of a mighty people: the
center toward which the Slavonic race has always looked for
inspiration, in politics and in religion : the stronghold whence
the early Tsars of Muscovy reached out for the dominion of
the Slavonic world. St. Petersburg is European ; Moscow is.
Muscovite. Petersburg stands stiffly on the flat islands of
the Neva, rigid in her assumed, imported architectural garb
of Roman arches and Grecian facades.

Moscow sits gracefully in the fair valley of the Moskva,
robed m the green of gardens, wearing with pride and dis-
tinction her semi-oriental splendors, crowned with a diadem
of blue and golden domes. St. Petersburg impresses—
Moscow fascinates, the traveler. From St. Petersburg to

THE MOSCOW GAT E, 5T. PETERSHEURG



thbCD‘h‘&" 117

Moscow the distance is about four hundred miles, as the
crow fites. Our train will emulate the crow, for the railway
runs in a bee-line to the old capital. It is a most significant
tllustration of autocratic power, this railway-line that turns
aside for no natural barrier, that does not swerve from its

THE EREMLIN AND THE MOSEVA

straight course for any reason urged by expediency or the
demands of Russian commerce or Russian industries. The
railway shuns the towns and the factories; it traverses a
marshy desert; it touches only one place of importance,
and that one merely because it lies directly in its path. Why
was it so constructed? Because the Tsar, Nicholas I, thus
willed it. Several routes had been outlined by his ministers.
The Tsar, rightly suspecting interested motives on the part of
the champim:js of every scheme, by a bold action placed him-
self in the category with Solomon, Alexander, and Columbus.
He laid a ruler on the map and drew a straight line from the

new to the old capital, saying, ‘' You will build the railway

thus.'' Hence, to-day, the traveler speeds over four hundred
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CII'FHT.I?!. TRAIN
miles of track, scraight and unerring as the judgment of
the Tsar, without a single political curve, or a single side-
track leading into private pockets. Would that we had an
honest Tsar presiding over every city council in our land!
We complete the fourteen-hour journey during the night in a
Courier Train,”' approaching Moscow in the morning at
what the Russians call high speed.

THE RAILWAY STATION
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THE YLADIMIR GATE

From the first moment, Moscow impresses us as being
unlike any other city in the world. To be unique is the
chief charm of a city, and undoubtedly Moscow is unique.

Within ten minutes after our arrival we have seen a hundred

THE ILINEEAYA GATE
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curious things that we have never seen before. Details
appeal to me perhaps too strongly to msure a proper balance
in summing up impressions of travel; still, 1 maintain that
the illusion of reality in our photographic journeys can be
most vividly produced by dwelling on the little things that
may appear at first altogether too trivial and insignificant to
mention. Frankly, 1 did not come to study Moscow, I came

to see what Moscow had to show, and to enjoy such new

A PRHOMENADE
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sensations as she would vouchsafe me.
For those who ask for history and
statisties, there are ponderous tomes
in every library where the deeds of
Moscow s makers and the volume
of her commerce are set down
in full. We for the moment
are more interested in the pic-
turesque peculiarities of every-
day street-hfe and in the novel
aspect of all things Muscovite.
All that we see delights us, be-
cause 1t 15 all Russian. The walls,
the gates, the towers, and the chap-
els, the blue and golden domes that we
THE SOUKAREFF TOWER have read about, are here—but they are
even more picturesque and richer in color than we had dared
to hope. Of course, this pictorial quantness and brilliancy

FROM THE SOUKAHEFN TOWER
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cannot go on crescendo throughout the entire period of our
experiences in Moscow. In a city of a million people there
must be long avenues of commonplaceness, interminable
stretches of monotony, paved (as we soon discover) with
the ecruelest cobble-
stones that have ever
racked a carriage.
The houses in the resi-
dential quarters are
not high ; two stories
is the rule, three the
exception, and four
almost extraordinary.
In a great many of the
broader boulevards,
trees are ranged in
quadruple rows, bor-

dering a central

promenade which

TAILOHRS
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BOLCHAYA MOSRODVEEAYA GASTINITSA

15 almost entirely shut off from the trafhc of the noisy street
upon both sides by screens of verdure.

But everywhere, like the dominant notes of a sacred
symphony, we see the little golden domes fixed on the blue
page of the sky,—the expression of a harmonic chord written
by the hand of faith above this most religious and devout of
Russian cities, Over Moscow, domes, like the stars of old,




120 MOSCOW

seem to sing together in the heavens. Some are green —
like the trees and the roofs of Moscow ; some are blue — like
the skies and the eves of the Russians; but most are gold —
like the treasures and icons of Orthodoxy that sleep in the
safe guardianship of the silent old churches.

An excellent point of vantage for a bird's-eyve view of
Moscow 1s the summut of the Soukharefi Tower which was
built about 16go by Peter the Great, and named in honor of
a regiment that had protected him, when, in his childhood,
the faction called the Strelitz rose against him. It has been,
by turns, seat of the Council of State, Council Chamber of a
Masonic Lodge, Naval School, and Colleze of Admiralty, and
it is now a water-tower, containing a vast reservoir. Around

THE SLAVIANGY BAZAM
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the tower surges
on every sunday
Morning a mar-
ket where the
mujks come to
buy hats and caps
and various arti-
cles of clothing ;
but strange tosay
we do not see a

single Jew in this
|
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commercial mob.
There are a few
Tatar merchants,
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with unpleasing

greasy, Oriental air about them that inclines us to favor the
equally fragrant, but decidedly more healthy-looking Russians.

THE GHAND THEATHR
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A tablean formed by a hat-merchant
and his customer reminds us that
human nature is the same in
all parts of the world. A
similar tableau may be wit-
nessed every day in the
shops of Knox or Dun-
lap; the same insistent
seller—the same embar-
rassed buyer —liking the
new hat not half so well
as the old one he is now
discarding, and yet dread-
ing not to buy for fear the
salesman will think he does

not know his own mind,
The caravansaries of Moscow

are of two kinds: the typical conti- A CRC TR IO

nental hotel, and

the Russian Gas-

tinitsa, of which

Bolchaya Mos-

kovskaya Gastin-

itsa 15 the most

magnificent. In

every detail it is

thoroughly Rus-

sian. The foreign-

er who can speak

the language will

find that the na-

tive Gastinitsa is

far more attract-

ive than the hy-

IN THE AQUARIUM GARDINS



