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WEST‘\"{.H RD the Star of Empire has taken its way for

centuries, shedding its luster upon the nations that

have held the scepter of dominion. Of old it shone upon

Egypt, Greece, and Rome; it fashed above the armies of

Napoleon ; it guided England's ships as they s to
the commercial conquest of the two hemispheres. To-day 1t
is soaring swiftly toward a new zenith, beneath which lies our
own broad, rich, and splendid land, now prepared to achieve

her destiny as a world-power. Already have the rays of what



DFFICE OF THE WAGONS-LITSE CTOMPANY

1s now o star been shot across the waters of the west, and
touched the Philippines on the far side of the Pacific; but
simultaneously the world becomes aware of a new light there
in the Farthest West,—which is at the same time the
Farthest East,—a light that came not with our star from
the East by sea but from the West by land, across the wvast-
nesses of northern Asia.

What is this new light that almost unnoticed has crept
from out of the Siberian forests, down the banks of the
Siberian rivers and now glows with ominous incandescence at
Port Arthur and Dalm, and above the splendid harbor of the
city so prophetically christened *‘ Vladivostok'"; for ** Vladi "’
means ' Dominion, and ‘‘Vostok '’ means ‘‘The East.'

What is this light? Whence comes it? By what route
has it made its way? Those who have looked upon the
resplendent golden dome of Ivan's Tower in the Kremlin, the
Heart of Moscow, know whence it comes. Those who, pur-
sumg the New Way Around the World, journey from Moscow
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to the eastern edge of Asia, can trace the orbit of this

east-bound Star of Empire, the star of the inevitable Mus-
covite, who, in his turn, despite the checks and the defeats
that may become his portion, is destined to play a dominant
part in the great world-drama of the future.

One of the most potent instruments of world-dominion
to-day 1s the railway. Russia wields modern weapons. The
T'rans-Siberian Railway is the latest acquisition in her arsenal
of conquest. The Moscow terminal station, the ‘‘ Koursky
Voxal, " a white conspicuous edihice, may be regarded not
only as the gateway to Siberia, but also as the gateway to
the Orient, for it will soon be possible to travel in through-
trains from that station to Peking.

But all this 1s difficult to realize, as we go through the
usual forms of ticket-purchasing at the city office of the
"Company International of Wagons-Beds and of Grand
Expresses European, — which is a literal translation of

THE EURSHE STATION. MECSCOY
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the title of the continental substitute for the Pullman Com-
pany ; for Wagons-Lits trains are operated on the Trans-
Siberian line, alternating with the older and less comfortable
Russian trains. Through trains for Irkutsk are despatched
twice weekly, on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 8 p. M., and
it so happens that we take the Russian Zywin d Elal and not
the Zrain de Luxe of the Wagons-Lits company, in which
we should have traveled had we started one week earlier.

-
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THE * THAIN DE LITXE"™

However, we made it a point to witness the departure of
one of the new and more luxurious trains, which in future
will be used exclusively., By chance we met on this occasion
two ot the American correspondents then racing eastward
around the world. Their opponents, racing in the opposite
direction, we shall look for later, in Siberia.

On the 19th of June, 1gor, we begin our nine-day's
journey toward the Rising Sun. For three days we roll on
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across the somber lands of eastern Russia, where there is

little to relieve the sad monotony, save the crossing of

several rivers, and glimpses of the big ragged cities of Sizran
and Samara, which rise upon the banks of the greatest
waterway of Russia, the old highroad to the South,

the
mighty Volga. But that which will linger longest in

Gur

A CWAGONSLITS " TRAIN

memory is the hopeless aspect of ‘the Russian villﬂfﬂ_ﬁ. wl::;h
look like groups of hay-stacks or of mounds of re u:ﬂ:.tt :1
cannot at first believe that the shapeless heaps l9,1-:33 E::EE
around one or two frame-houses and a modest cl:mrc fa.;a |
abodes of human beings.  DBut n thesﬁe CONZETieEs o cn-'tis.
we touch the very depths of Russian misery ; as we leave the



234 THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY

IN EASTERM RIJGSIA

A SIHERTAN VILLAGE



-

THE “TRAIN D'ETAT"






THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY 237
old overworked acres of Europe behind us, the condition of

the people and the aspect of their habitations steadily
improve. The hovels of thatch give place a few days later

to crude log-cabins, surrounded by well-built rail-fences, and
always dominated by a gracefully pretentious church. But
we must not anticipate. DBefore we enter upon descriptions
of Siberia let us describe the means by which we reach that
huge, unknown, and musrepresented country.

The means 15 modern,—a railway-train,—so conven-
tional that we cannot realize that in it we are to traverse
what were not long ago the unknown vastnesses of northern
Asia. Having missed one frain de luxe, of the Wagons-
Lits Company, and not caring to wait for the next new train,

INING-CAR BTAFF
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we find ourselves installed in one of the Yrains d Elal, or
Government Trains. It is composed of six long carriages,
one first-class, two second-class, one restaurant- and one
baggage-car. Over several of the early stages of the journey
in Russia proper, this train was hauled by Baldwin locomo-
tives at a speed surprisingly exhilarating. But the pace

NEARING THE UHALS

grows slower as we mount the gentle inclines of the Ural
Range, that inter-continental boundary composed of moun-
tains so low and so soft in their wooded outlines that we find
it difhicult to look upon them with as much respect as they
deserve by virtue of their geographic fame as the barriers be-
tween the continents of Europe and Asia. Yet we experience
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a thrill as, standing on the rear platform, we watch the
last few rods of Europe skimming beneath our feet and see
the last Russian station flashing by. Ths thrill is intensified
as, a few moments later, there glides past the simple monn-
ment which marks the line where Europe ends and Asia
besins. The first Asiatic station is soon passed —an unim-
portant place at which the express-train does not stop.

THE FIRST SIEERIAN STATION

But it was Russian Europe that we left behind, and we
are now in Russian Asia. There is no shock of change, no
startling contrast in the aspect of the lands that meet here
in the passes of the Urals. It is «// Russia, and will con-
tinue to be Russia until we reach the eastern coast of the
continent we have just entered. We note already an
improvement in the villages. Better houses, better fences,
the same air of newness and crudeness that we find in the
young settlements of the American northwest. We are
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impressed by the thought that
now for mine davs the endless
panorama of Siberia i1s to un-
roll itself to us as we stand
gazing from the windows of
our car. [ say “‘stand gaz-
mg,  because that i1s what we
did all day and day after day
in the confined space of the
narrow corndor of our spal-
iHa-veoon, or sleeping-car.

The compartments are ex-
tremely comfortable. They
are arranged on the plan of
the Mann Boudoir cars, with
berths across the car instead
of up and down the sides.
The upper berth is raised
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THE DINING-CAR



